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We are called to be bold in 2019!

Happy January! As we move the calendars to 2019, St. James is making
new plans, setting new goals, and seeking to be the Body of Christ with
excellence, faith and joy!

On Sunday, January 6, we will commission and train our ministry members,
empowering them to move forward in ministry this year. We want to
begin well so that we may accomplish all that God sets before us!

In worship during January and the beginning of February, we will
remember the promises we make when we join the church, and we will
see how they call us to be Bold Like Jesus. Each week, we will see how
the promises we make about being members of the church are really
promises that we make to become more like Christ, boldly like Christ.

Our Administrative Council has used the last days of December and the first of January to
consider the worship schedule proposal from the Worship Committee. As soon as that
decision has been made, the news will be shared with the entire church over and over
again!

Our 2019 General Conference is quickly approaching, February 236. During this session of our
General Conference, delegates will make decisions relating to the questions of human
sexuality and church polity and practice. We will have the opportunity to pray daily for
various aspects of the conference session and for all delegates to the session.

One final note about 2018: | am grateful for the opportunity to be in ministry with you. St. James is
blessed with faithful people who seek to love and serve God in creative ways. St. James is blessed
with people who pray, who study, who worship, who serve. There
are leaders who completed their service in 2018, finishing well,
and | and the church are so grateful for their ministry!

I look forward to seeing what God will do here in this place, in us
and through us!

Peace,

Ao Lo A winter welcome



Develop job descriptions, name the right people, train them well,
give them authority to lead ministry in front of the congregation.
These are the responsibilities of the Nominations Committee, and
they are absolutely essential to excellence in ministry.

Our Nominations Committee is very excited about our leadership group for

» Nextyear, about the opportunities we will have to glorify God and serve our
Leadersh’ world. In order to be at our best, we need to start together. We will have a
ministry training and goal-setting session on Sunday, January 6 from 4:00

THA INING to 7:00 in Carson Hall, during which time we will make sure that we begin
together and well. ALL ministry area participants should be there, whether

this is your first time serving or your 40™ time serving. Ministry areas will sit together so that table
time will be effectively used.

Child care will be provided, as will dinner. Children will join their parents for dinner and will then move
to Kids Club after dinner. Youth will participate in the ministry training through the dinner time and will
then move to UMYF at 6:00.

In order to plan well we need for you to confirm that you will be there. Speaking on behalf of the
Nominations Committee, which has the responsibility of preparing our leaders for ministry, please
make this a high priority.

In addition, we will commission all ministry area leaders on Sunday morning, January 6, at all
worship services. This commissioning is important, in that our congregation needs to have the
opportunity to pray over you and to entrust you with the leadership of the church. Please call the
church or email Kim Lamb to confirm your attendance. We are looking forward to being with you in
the new year of ministry!
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ANN BRIDGERS LIBRARY

Have you made any resolutions for the New Year? If so, we hope that one WHATS NEW
resolution will be to visit our church library often in 2019 and check out books to Ay i
read! Resolve to begin in January!

As we continue our oOtourd6 of the Ann Bl orar
(l ocated on the | eft as you enter) is I} HLIBRARY? |4 th
are located on the end wall next to the file cabinet. Many titles are available,
both religious and secul ar. The Childrends Sunday S
many years, which we hope will encourage our children to enjoy reading, as well as reinforce the
messages in the class literature.
We hope to see you in the library soon!
Your Library Committee: Beth Cobb, Renee Aycock and Julian Bridgers
ST. JAMES BOOK CLUB

How Is It With Your Soul ? This thought -provoking question is the title of the book to

be discussed at the next meeting of the St. James Book Club on Sunday, February 10.

The authors, PriscilaPope -Levi son and Jack Levison, seek

inner and outer dimensions of the Christian life. Organized around four verbs --pray,
learn, mentor, and transform --the book will challenge you to become a more vibrant
di sciple of Christ. o

Four copies of How Is It With Your Soul? are available to be checked out from the Ann
Bridgers Library. It is also available on Kindle. Since this is a relatively short book

(less than 100 pages), please plan to read it quickly, make notes, and return it so that
others may read. How Is It With Your Soul? is from the Spiritual Growth category in
the UMW Reading Program.

All interested readers are invited to participate in the St. James Book Club!
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Short Stories of Jesua sixweek study, will begin on

Thursday, January 24, meeting 6800 pm in Room "l
12. This fresh look at the parables of Jesus will help us

see the context of his teaching and learn new lessons
from the scriptures. Kim Lamb will lead this study.

Course cost is $12. Please sign up on the clipboard in the

Lobby. LAY READERS

LAY READER TRAINING:

The Worship Team will be holding a
training/refresher session for lay readers on
February 17 in the sanctuarflease

consider joining this team of worship leaders
in the new year. We need youPut the date
on your calendar and watch for more
information in the February newsletter and in
weekly bulletins.
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The month of December for the youth group was full of fun and fellowship.
We had the annual Progressive Dinner and everyone had a wonderful
evening full of fun and laughter. Thank you to those who volunteered that
evening to prepare the food and volunteered to drive!

The youth group would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for
the love and support that you have graciously shown us throughout 2018!

We are excited for a new year of
youth activities for 2019. We
look forward to seeing everyone
again on January 6 th,

Upcoming Events:

January 6 th: 1st meeting of 2019

January 27 t: Soup/Salad & Cake Auction
February 24 t: Youth Sunday (8:30 & 11:00)
March 3 rd: Youth Sunday (Common Thread)




